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Happy Spring! 

 We are all looking forward to a little warmth and a lot of sun! 

 

As you know our state testing reports (NECAP) have arrived.  You should have already received your 

childôs report in the mail.  It is important to understand the following about the report: 

The information on this report is already ñoldò information in terms of individual learning.  The test 

was taken in October, making it almost six months old. That is a significant amount of time in terms of 

school and your child has learned a lot more since then. 

The NECAP (New England Common Assessment Program) measures the grade level expectations 

from the previous year.  For example, the test in October of fourth grade is actually measuring the third 

grade curricula. 

The results are used by our school mainly to look at both our curricula and our instruction. Since we have 

access to the performance of our sixth graders (fifth grade last year), we can look for patterns in our read-

ing and math instruction and decide what to change or improve in both grades. 

 

Hampden Meadows has done exceptionally well in both grades, especially when compared to the rest of 

the state.  We are very proud of that and realize that when you combine excellent teachers, excellent stu-

dents, and wonderfully supportive families, it creates success for everyone.  Thank you for your support. 

Overall, our school results are as follows, measuring last yearôs teaching. 

 

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the standard: 

 
 

Homework 

 Several years ago, our school improvement team decided to research the topic of homework, 

since it was a source of frequent and ongoing concerns. The information we found certainly showed that 

homework for elementary students had little or no effect on academic achievement.  There is, however, 

research that clearly shows that children who read more are higher achievers in reading.  We redesigned 

our homework process to reflect this information. Here are the highlights of our homework policy: 

 

40-60 minutes of homework per night, of which 20 minutes is recreational reading. 

Other than reading and writing, homework is a review level of work. Your child should not be taking 

home unfinished work from the day. 

Parents are asked to stop homework that takes longer than the recommended amount. Let the teacher 

know this. 

Projects are done in school by the students. Any piece of a project that is done at home is not graded. 

Homework is not graded, but expected to be done. 

 

Our process has worked very well for the students.  Homework is completed regularly by most children 

and there is still plenty of time for play! 

 

---Arlene Miguel 

Grade Reading Math  

  

4 (2008-2009) 

(Current grade 5) 
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Grade 6) 

  

  

  

91% 

  

  

91% 



PTO Presidents Letter  

Hi HMS Families.   

 

With any luck, fair weather is upon us and before we know it all 

of those daffodils planted by the students will be in full bloom.  

Spring is a fun time around HMS and the PTO has great things 

in store for the students and families.   As spring begins, the 

family schedule is sure to get busy.  You can stay on top of 

things by checking out this issue of the Friendship Times for 

important dates and events.  In addition, keep you eye out for 

Constant Contact e -mail messages filled with important infor-

mation and reminders!  

 

The PTO is happy to announce, as part of our continuing ef-

forts to enhance the HMS playground and recess; the PTO has 

purchased two benches and a table with seating for 8.  These 

new additions to the playground should arrive by early April.  

When surveyed, many students suggested that a place to sit 

and take a break during recess time would be helpful.  We hope 

the new seating will be the beginning of many unique changes 

coming to our playground.  We have scheduled a Spring Clean 

Up day for the HMS playground and gardens.  Mark your calen-

dars for Saturday, April 10 th  from 10 am until 2 pm.  We will 

need volunteers to rake mulch, clean flower beds, paint games 

on the blacktop AND assemble our new seating.  GOT POWER 

TOOLS?  Come join in, for an hour or the whole afternoon.  

Your helping hands are appreciated.  

 

Next school year is just a blink away.  Now is the time to think 

about how you would like to be involved next year at HMS.  We 

are in the process of filling committee chair positions for the 

2010-2011 school year.  More information will be coming home 

about the places we will most need the help, but if you might be 

interested, donõt wait!  You may contact Carolyn Greeley-

Carolan at cgreeley@cox.net  . 

 

Enjoy the Spring weather!  

Carrie McNair & Kelly McCormick  

Co- Presidents, HMS PTO  

HMS PTO  

MEETING SCHEDULE:  
all meetings are held in the HMS Library 

 

 April 13th               7 pm 

 May 11th               7 pm 

 June 8th                 7 pm 

 

USED SPORTS  

EQUIPMENT 

SALE: 

 

Need a new pair of skates?  

How about a new baseball 

glove?  Check out the HMS 

Annual Used Sports Equip-

ment Sale on Saturday, 

March 20 th  in the HMS cafe-

teria. And if you have items 

to donate, please have them 

to school by March 19 th . 

HELP WANTED!!! 

 

Please consider  

volunteering for the  

HMS PTO! 

 

Join us to help shape, grow, 

and build a strong HMS 

community and provide 

the best possible learning 

for our kids! 

 
contact Carolyn Greeley-

Carolan at cgreeley@cox.net . 

 

mailto:cgreeley@cox.net
mailto:cgreeley@cox.net


NEWS & EVENTS  
BEF is Proud  

to Announce a  

Partnership with  

Horizon Foods  
 

An Exciting Fundraising Opportunity 

for Our Schools 
 

Horizon Foods has generously offered to donate 3% of 

sales to BEF- on an ongoing basis-for new and existing cus-

tomers (NO start dates, end dates, or contracts).  Promo-

tion: Buy one box of food and get one FREE!! 

 

Who is Horizon Foods?  Since 1979 Horizon has offered 

a variety of quality, USDA certified meat, fish and poultry 

products as well as specialty items: Gourmet pizzas, 

Striped Ravioli, Enchiladas and desserts to name a few 

(satisfaction guaranteed). Organic, Antibiotic, Preservative 

and Hormone free products available. To learn more, visit 

www.horizonfoods.com. 

 

Why Horizon? Quality Food, Convenient and No obliga-

tions! Prepared meals like Stuffed Pork Roast or Chicken 

Parmigiana are made easy with Horizon- pop in the oven 

and bake. 

 

Delivery: Its simple-foods are conveniently delivered to 

your home for free. 

 

Please join our partnership and contact Mark  

Dossantos (Barringtonõs Sales Rep) at 401.480.5415 

(8am -8pm).  

 

 

BEF appreciates 

your support as we 

strive to improve 
our schools.  

 

 

 

*BEF is a nonprofit foundation that raises its funds through 

private and corporate donations. This year, BEF made 

grants of nearly $60,000 to the six Barrington public 

schools for programs, technology and materials that are 

not covered by the townõs school budget. 

The Student Council will be  
conducting a canned food drive  

April 1st -30th.   
All proceeds will benefit the RI Com-
munity Food Bank.  Please help us 

help others! Please send all donations 
to your childõs homeroom.       

 
Thank you for your contributions!  

HMS Student Council  

Save the 

Date  

 

HMS PTO Family Skate 

Night  

 

Tuesday, April 6 th  

 

United Skates, East Providence, 

RI 

More details to follow. 

No school  

Wednesday, April 7th! 



NEWS & EVENTS  

Monday, April 5  Bring in your favorite picture book  
Book Swap during lunches  

Tuesday, April 6  Focus on Poetry Day  
Books and Blankets Lunch with Parents, 

weather permitting  

Wednesday, April 7  Professional Development Day, no school for 

students  

Thursday, April 8  Focus on Readersõ Theater 
Books and Blankets Lunch with Parents rain 

date  

Friday, April 9  Dress as your favorite book character  
Character Parade at 2:30pm  

The Hampden Meadows faculty is gearing up for 

an outstanding Reading Week in April!  We have a delightful variety of activities to 

celebrate our love of reading: 

 

Each day of Reading Week will begin with a reading trivia question and 

end with a trivia winner as well as a mystery adult reading a poem over the inter-

com.  The students will be treated to guest readers reading aloud favorite picture 

books during their lunches throughout the week.  Some classrooms will take a 

walking field trip to Sowams to read with a kindergarten, first, second, or third 

grade classroom.  Paws will even make an appearance to show his passion for lit-

erature!  Itõs a week that promises to be filled with excitement and fun!  

HMS  

Reading Week  

April 5 -9, 2010  
Shawõs Community  

Rewards Program  

Supports Barrington Edu-

cation Foundation  
 

Barrington Education Foundation is 

very excited to partner with Shawõs to 

support our schools. When you shop 

with your Shawõs Reward Card on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays, 

Shawõs will donate a percentage of all 

eligible purchases to BEF. 

 

Itõs easy! Follow these simple steps to 

get started.                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.Shaws.com 

Go to Learn (top menu) 

Click on Community Rewards  

Go to Shoppers Login or Register 

Enter your Rewards Card Number and 

Tel. Number 

Hit Submit 

You will be prompted to enter BEFõs 

number: (49001024790) Or, click - 

òfind organizationó. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
SUPPORT!!  

 

*BEF is a nonprofit foundation that 

raises its funds through private and cor-

porate donations. This year, BEF made 

grants of nearly $60,000 to the six Bar-

rington public schools for programs, 

technology and materials that are not 

covered by the townõs school budget. 

FROM THE LIBRARY... 
 

The winner of the 2010 Rhode Island Children's Book 

Award  has been announced!  The children in Rhode Island 

chose Amulet. Book 1:  The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibushi as 

their favorite book.  Children at Hampden Meadows chose Pale 

Male by Janet Schulman. The list of nominations for the 2011 

award can be found 

@  

http://www.ri.net/RIEMA/bookaward.html 

Thanks to all who participated. 

 

There are also Childrenõs Choice Awards all across America.  

Check out what children in other states are reading 

by visiting the Hampden Meadows Library website 

@ 

http://www.ricat.net/common/welcome.jsp?

site=4244 

http://www.shaws.com/
http://ricba2010.blogspot.com/2009/03/stonekeeper-amulet-book-1-by-kazu.html
http://www.ri.net/RIEMA/bookaward.html
http://www.ricat.net/common/welcome.jsp?site=4244
http://www.ricat.net/common/welcome.jsp?site=4244


NEWS & EVENTS  
NATIONAL PHYSICAL FITNESS 

AND HEALTH WEEK MAY 3 rd - 7 th    

May 3 rd :  Sports T -shirt and Hat Day  

 

May 4 th :  Jump Roping Contest  

Contest held during recess on the basketball court  

Bring in your own jump rope and demonstrate your 

best trick  

Prizes will be given to the top five tricks  

 

May 5th:  Project ACES: All Children Exercise Simultaneously    

                 (1:40 walk to Sowams -Details to follow)  

 

May 6 th : Walk and Bike to School Day!   

Afternoon bike safety program presented by AAA  

Bring in your bike helmet for a free fitting  

 

May 6 th  and 7th  ð Teachers vs. Students Basketball  

Get together a team of seven and meet the teachers on 

the basketball court at recess  

Teams standing in a line on the sidelines will be assigned 

a number first  

Teams will be rotated in number order every 3 minutes  

Any teams who do not get time to play on Thursday will 

be selected to play first on Friday  

 

May 3rd ðMay 7 th  Daily Sports and Health Trivia  

Listen to morning announcements to hear the trivia 

question of the day  

Place your FULL NAME AND HOMEROOM #  On your  

     answer sheet and place it in the trivia box located in 

the office  by  12:00 pm. 

A winner will be drawn from all the correct answers.  

Each daily winner will receive a prize  

 

May 7 th -  Bulletin board decorating contest ( Exercise is Paw-

some!)  

 

May 7 th  ð MEMORABILIA DAY  

Bring in your ribbons, certificates, trophies, medals or 

sports collectables to share with your classmates .  

Please get parental permission before bringing in 

any valuable items.  

                  

Take pride in yourself  

and participate!  

Safe Routes to School  

Our School Improvement Team is working to 

promote more walking or biking to school.  For 

children unable to do this because of distance, 

we want to encourage riding the bus. It is better 

for the environment! 

Here are some HMS statistics: 

  

  Walk Bike Bus Fam-

ily 

Vehi-

cle 

Car-

pool 

Other 

Morning 7.6% 8.5% 43.6

% 

30.8% 9.2% .3% 

After-

noon 
11.7% 8.1% 58% 15.8% 5.5% .9% 

  

This survey was done in October with the 

children every morning and afternoon for 

three sample days.   What stands out is that 

more students are driven to school in the 

morning than in the afternoon. We hope to 

change these statistics!  

Are children having trouble getting up in the 

morning? 

Do parents leave early for work? 

Is the bus arrival late? 

I am sure the reasons are complex.  Perhaps 

we can reflect on this and change our habits! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings HMS Families,  

   We have had a very exciting month at HMS.  Everyone seemed to 

have a relaxing and fun -filled winter break.  The PBIS team thought it 

would be the perfect time to review some of our school -wide expecta-

tions. With the help of Mrs. Waringõs class, Mrs. Gaynorõs class, Mr. 

Farleyõs class and Paws (of course), the students and faculty of HMS 

were treated to some well written and performed skits. We were able 

to review the hallway expectations, classroom expectations, and cafe-

teria expectations while being thoroughly entertained! These classes 

did a wonderful job getting the message across and reminding us what 

RESPECT looks like at HMS. We thank you all for your excellent per-

formances. Weõd also like to send a big òthank youó to Paws for stopping 

by and giving Mr. Farley a hand at the assembly.  It is our hope that en-

gaging in and viewing performances such as these will encourage our 

students to share and discuss HMS expectations with you at home.  

   We wish you all a very happy and healthy start to spring,  

                                                                             The PBIS Team  


